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The following paragraph is
more like introspection than a
sentimental reflection—an intro-
spection of the Christmas Party
from eyes of a half participator.
This Christmas Party was held in a
country with no Christmas culture,
yet was held in a school in which
all students will experience the
Christmas culture in their future
adventures; therefore, the Christ—
mas Party was more appropriately
to be defined as an opportunity or
a stage for HFI students than to be
defined as a festival celebration. Al
of the participators, ranging from
performers to organizers, they
might share similar goals: to polish
and show the ability of themselves.
In other words, these participators
came around this event, holding
a message that they desirously
wanted to exclaim out loud to the

School Dynamics

audience. The message, in its es-
sential, was their tentative answer
to the question of “who am I.”
However, stage was limited, and
only the luckier ones can show
their message. Such limitation
was a repulsion to the motives of
those participators—the event that
attract one motive while simulta—
neously repulse the same motive.
The coexistence of both repulsion
and attraction was the method
how the nature maintain the bal-
ance itself—also the methodology
that holds protons together. It” s
pity that people who put thoughts
in this party neglected the impor-
tance of the repulsion, forsaking
the beauty that naturally rooted in
the party.
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Dr. Christopher Whitham is the teacher of AP chemistry, IFY Biology, Biology Honor class and IFY Chemistry. His
humorous but conscientious teaching style wins him respect from all his students, including me. As an AP Chemistry
student, | feel so lucky to be in his class, making my tedious study life easier with more fun. This interview will lead us to
the other side of him, the one outside the classroom enjoying his wonderful life.

Chris 2—ZA8Z2LIRAVFED, M ERMAEXE, AR EEMA, HFIMAERS  (FAFI AP UFHN—2F4E,

H+DREE CRNEIRFE—UED, ILERERIRELN =R . ARRDEELXUAFEIHIEN, THRE
SEIERMt.
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AN Interview with
Christopher \Whnitham
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S5 / 5KFEF Kelsey Zhang

Part I. Teaching in China
hENRFETE

1. Why do you come to China?
Where have you been?

| just wanted an experience. | like
to travel and | was interested in Chi-
nese culture, so | decided to come
to China. | have been to many places
in China. My first time in China was
ten years ago. | went to Shenyang in
Dong Bei. That was organized by the
British Counsel. They send teachers
to different places to China, so they
sent me there. | came to China as
English teacher first. Then | went to
Chongging. After | went to Shen-
yang, then | start to teach only IFY,
chemistry and physics.

2. Can you speak Chinese? If you
can have a Chinese name, what
would you like it to be?

Not enough. | wish | have more
time to practice. | don't know about
Chinese names. Most of them are

difficult to pronounce.

3. Is it your dream to be a teacher?
What else do you want to do? Is
there some interesting experience
when you are teaching students?

| studied a lot for doing research,
so | also enjoying researching. The
idea is you can learn new things all
the time. But | also enjoy in teaching

because you are communicating with
students. Both are enjoyable. | like
students coming to ask questions.
It shows that they are interested in

what they are doing.

4. Do you feel stressful teaching
AP, IFY and Biology Honor Class?

It is hard work to teach many
subjects. You have to prepare lessons
and do a lot of marking. It is hard
work but it's enjoyable as well.

Part Il. Different Lives
AR

5. When you were in college, what
activities impressed you the most?
What activities do you suggest stu-
dents to join? What is the topic of
your graduation paper?

One of the most interesting
things is how the professors are
open and friendly, so you can talk
to them about your interests. They
are experts in the schools. | enjoy
working in a group of other graduate
students. It is more interesting when
you work in a group than just on your
own. University will have opportunity
to join in many clubs and societies,
so any interest you have, there will be
some clubs. Usually you can find out
when you arrive the university, all the
list of the clubs. Then find some that
interest you, could be sports, music
and literature. My interest was mol-

12

ecules in gases, using spectroscopy
to understand them. The topic of my
doctoral paper was Laser Spectros-

copy.
6. Favorties

Food: Spicy Food, such as Curry and
Hot Pot in Chonggqing.

Book: Some books | remember read-
ing when | was younger was the Lord
of the Ring, but that was a long time
ago. Now | like to read history books.
Country: Difficult to say which | love
the most. | have lived in France and
Japan and China. They all are inter-
esting places.

Movies: comedy movies.
Transportation: Train. You can see the
countryside and it is more interesting
than flying.

Famous people: President Obama
because of his background and his
achievement.

Places love to travel: Yunnan (Dali
and Lijiang) is a beautiful place and it
is interesting because of its different
culture.

7. What do you usually do during
free time?

I like to cook Curry at home and
other foods as well. They are mainly
Western and Indian foods, but not
really Chinese food. That is too diffi-
cult for me to cook.

Interviews
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Part lll. Questions from stu-
dents

fEllNEIES

These questions are collect-
ed from the students who study
AP Chemistry class. They all want
to know the answer behind these
strange questions.

8. Do you have insomnia?

Generally no. | work hard so | am
tired when | come home. | can usual-

ly sleep quiet well.

9.Why do you love Red Cabbage
indicator so much?

It is useful. | use red cabbage be-
cause | can't use anything better. We
would also have pH meter and solu-
tion you buy for universal indicator
which you don not have to make it in
most western schools. But it is funny
to make red cabbage indictor.

10.Why you are a left hander?

There is no why, why, why. It is in
the brain. The brain tells you to use
which hand. | am born left handed.
Most people are born left or right
handed, but in China, parents force
childrens to use their right hand. It
was like that in England a hundred
years ago, my grandmother was
forced to use her right hand, but
nowadays people don't care which
hand you use, so maybe in China that
will also change.

11. Why you seem to wear shifts
every day?

We are not allowed to wear
sports clothes. There is a rule for all
the teachers. They have to wear shifts
with the buttons. You have to looks
professional. You can't wear a sweat-
er as well. | don't like to wear sweater
too much. | prefer to have a jacket,
but problem with jackets, especially a
nice jacket those called suit, is when
I am writing with a chalk, the chalk
gets on to the suit jacket, so it is not
very suitable.

12.What phone do you use?

Just a normal phone, not a smart
phone. | am very slow at adapting
new technology, so | am resistant to
change.

13.What do you do when you feel
upset?

Probably watch some comedy,
movie or TV show.

14. How did you deal with the po-
tato cell in the class?

| took it home and cook it. (!!1) |
cut down a little bit the part that is
used. Then | use the other to cook
(maybe curry? (A_N)).

15.What games did you play when
you were young?

You play sports, football. You
watch TV, movies. You go out into the
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countryside, to have a picnic. There
are different things to do. Life is possi-
ble without a mobile phone.

16.When is your birthday? What
present do you want most?

July. | dont know what | want. |
am too old to want toys for a pres-
ents. Books are always good for pres-
ents.

17. A student said that you are
about fifty years old, how do you
respond to it?

That true. | am fifty years old.

Part IV. Something to say
BIEENR

18. What advices will you give to
students who are studying chemis-
try and biology?

Be as independent as you can.
Read the text book. Do questions,

ask the teacher questions as well.

19. Use one sentence to describe
your students in chemistry class.

Very quick to understand new
ideas.

20.What will you say to yourself in
the future?

Try to stay as young as you can, of
course, as long as you can.

End of Interview.
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"Nei Yau Mou Gau Tso. Mei Guo, Ni Hao, Tai Chao Le, Gou le!" Can you figure out who is our guest today?

"He may be in China, but his legacy will never die." His students in the U.S. still keep a notice outside the classroom

revealing the popularity of our social science teacher -- Steven Lauridsen.

(Added by editor: My dear English-speaking teachers, this English passage is NOT corresponding with the

following Chinese one, so please do NOT use this as a Chinese learning material, or you will be screwed like me in my

Stats class.)

BOKRENZ AREERRIFRME Simpson face SEIPEAMHIR . ERERBIEES HHIHELUEF RIS
KEBHERFR . BMEEEREHEFENERFRESFARXZMEECSHY.

KFFEZFE
About Chinese Students

1. What do you think about Chi-
nese students? Is there any sug-
gestion for us?

I think about this constantly. You
are doing so many things right. By
far the biggest factor is that as stu-
dents you really care and really try.
Teaching so much this year about
diminishing returns in microeconom-
ics has me thinking of the teaching/
learning process as a production
function, with many inputs including
teachers’ training, choice of lesson
plans, educational technology, moti-
vational tricks, etc., etc. But trying to
get a lot more end product (learning)
by continually trying to improve or in-

crease those inputs gets almost zero
returns if another key input is lack-
ing. And that’s the level of students’
own effort. Here's an example: two
people are trying to learn % & &
[Chinese Mandarin]. One spends
30 minutes a week with a personal
tutor and the other spends an hour
a day with podcasts and flashcards.
The first learner complains about
slow progress and say "My tutor isn't
doing a good job” or “I should try
podcasts.” Those fixes won't work
when the real problem is not putting
in enough time and effort. And the
second learner, working hard for an
hour a day will make a lot of progress
whether he uses podcasts, flashcards,
or whatever. believe it or don't want
to talk about it. As obvious as that
is, a lot of experts in education don't
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believe it or don't want to talk about
it. | think you can see how this analo-
gy answers your questions about U.S.
and Chinese students. You'll be very
well positioned when you get to your
universities.

XFHFHRH
About Teaching Style

2. You are very popular among
students, and your class is always
appealing. Do you have any spe-
cific ways in teaching international
students (like us)? Or any trouble?

| had no particular background
in teaching international students
when | got here. The obvious adjust-
ment | made was to slow down my
pace of speaking and to try to stay

Interviews
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alert for ‘teachable moments’ about
vocabulary or language usage in
our readings and in my own spoken
words. Otherwise | have taught HFI
students to the same AP standards
as | have in 2 [H [U.S.], except that
the grading of some things is actu-
ally harder or stricter here because
| haven't had to compromise the
standards the way | find myself doing
there.

T FERL
About Career

3. Are you doing your ideal job
now? When did you decide to be a
teacher?

Really | am, except for the
tropical summer weather and the
unhealthy air quality. When I'm re-
cruiting other teachers to work here,
| make a case that sounds too-good-
to-be-true about working conditions
here. Going back to my lllinois job
will be one of the hardest things I've
done in my life. It might not go well
at all, but think I'll be better for my
non-native-English-speaking stu-
dents because of this Chinese expe-
rience.

| had no idea of being a teacher
until after | had finished my bache-
lor's degree, when | started paying
attention to the national conver-
sation about the need to improve
education. That's when | went back
to Univ. of N. Carolina for the teach-
ing degree. That's a large part of
what we're always telling you about
a liberal arts education: people
now should expect to have multiple
different careers over the course of
their lives, a lot of which haven't even
been invented at this time. So your
education is not for credentialing
yourselves for any specific set of to-
day’s skills—it's for training yourselves
to think flexibly and be open to
continued learning throughout your
lives. (The bad news is that even a
generation later, we're still talking
about an urgent need to improve ed-

ucation, but all the trends in America
are going in the wrong direction.)

YL E

First Time in China

4. Can you talk about your inter-
esting experience (the most funny
or memorable one) when you first
came to China?

You refer to the spring of 1987
when as a 21-year-old | came here
with two American friends. There was
almost no tourist industry here then,
so the only other B2 [Foreigner] (or
should | say F§ A [Foreigner(politely
speaking) ]) that we saw were a few
Australian backbackers. Wherever
we went (Beijing, Nanjing, Shanghai,
Chongging, GZ) we were the objects
of huge stares. But it goes beyond
that. My friend David is about 193
cm and has the most shocking, bril-
liant AT7E [red hair] you've ever seen,
so people looked at him like they
would look at a space alien.

One other thing about that trip
has been on my mind. In GZ | heard
about the 'famous’ Snake Restaurant,
but | couldn’t convince my buddies
to give it a try. So | somehow figured
out where it was and made my way
from wherever we were staying to the
place. | missed the full skin-it-alive-
at-the-table experience, but | had a
Y [fried rice] with some snake. In
early March this year | finally tracked
down that there used to be a “ 1§
2 1B [restaurant of snake]” behind
X 1 2~ & [Cultural Park], and some
older people told me that this was
the famous one at that time period,
so soon | will pay a visit to its old lo-
cation at 43 JTEIE& [Rd. Jiangnan] to
see if | can stir up any old memories
from so long ago.

FEHENEFFRIEIFEID
History and Economics

5. Since you are teaching both

history courses now, do you enjoy
being a history teacher rather than

1/

an economics teacher?

Really the best way is to do a
mix of history and economics. To do
both history courses is essays and
DBQs for both groups. Economics
uses a different part of the brain, and
the variety is good. The most ideal
mix for me would have been what my
spring schedule was supposed to be:
Macro + 20th-century U.S. There are
tons of ways those two subjects inter-
sect with each other, and it would be
great if the same students and the
same teacher could have both cours-
es at the same time.

HEARERERIHERIOE

Procrastinating

6. Is there any trouble or annoying
things in your job recently? How
do you deal with it?

I'm always surprised how ineffi-
cient | am, how often | spend twice as
much time at the office getting not as
much done as | planned. That both-
ers me, but right now life is good and
that's just about the only thing | have
to complain about.

MEI GUO A58
About U.S. History

7. Any tips about getting five or
700+ in U.S. history?

The AP history courses are far
less about learning/memorizing a
set of facts and more about being
prepared to analyze them: noticing
the patterns, the comparisons, the
complex ways that many causes
combine to form effects, and how
many of the effects are unintended
and unpredictable. Seeing how the
themes of U.S. history are repeated
in world history and, yes, in Chinese
history isn't exactly on the test, but it
is | hope another way to benefit from
the course.



is | hope another way to benefit from
the course.

EERYIRSI=
Leisure Time

8. What's your favorite TV series?

Breaking Bad, Dexter, Home-
land, and a new one called The
Americans, which |I've noticed all
have the same theme: people living
double lives, being different people
on the outside than what they are
on the inside. My all-time favorites,
though, are The Shield and The Wire,
two gritty cop shows. For movies, |
can't get enough of films written and
directed by Paul Thomas Anderson,
especially Magnolia.

=B

Embarassment

9. The most embarrassing moment
in the class?

| have to say that | was once
overwhelmingly embarrassed in
World History in December when an-
other teacher came in to audition for
the open teaching job. It didn't go
well for him.

RaNFER—IX

If | can choose again..

10. What college would | choose?

I'd want to have another life to
spend at the University of Chicago,
because it's the most special kind
of intense intellectual atmosphere |
know of. I'm thinking of a program
there called The Committee on So-
cial Thought, or the economics de-
partment that almost mass-produces
Nobel Prizes. But of course | should
add that it's really all about ‘fit.’

End of Interview.
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and Graphite

Introduction

They are identical chemically—
both are composed of carbon (C),
but physically, they are very different.
Minerals which have the same chem-
istry but different crystal structures
are called polymorphs. (ENMU,2013)
Although composed of pure carbon,
they’re different in many ways includ-
ing color, hardness, conductivity and
transparency. Diamonds are precious
stones of high value. Divided into
different ratings like cut, clarity, carat
weight and color, diamonds are of
various shapes and types. The big-
gest diamond in the world, called the
Cullinan and discovered in an African
mine in 1905, weighed more than 3100
carats and belonged to the British
Royalty. Divided into parts, Cullinan I
and CullinanlI were fixed on the Brit-
ish royalty scepter and the Imperial
State Crown. Other diamonds like the
Blue Heart, sold to a European royalty
in 1953, worth more than 300,000 USD
and the Orlov, weighed around 190
carats, was once inlayed in a Buddha

statue as its eye. It’s not hard to see
that diamonds are highly favored by
many people as treasure. Compared to
diamond, graphite is far less dazzling.
Graphite is another form of carbon
with black silver color, metallic luster
and opaque. It is commonly used as a
dry lubricant in different mechanics,
as a conductor of heat or electricity in
devices like motor cars, as electrodes
of batteries and rolled up as carbon
fiber and so on. Graphite is also closely
related to our daily life as it is used to
make pencils of different hardness.
Generally speaking, graphite is an
important material in both industrial
field and our daily life, although it’s
not of extremely great value.

Analysis

Therefore, what makes graphite
and diamond so much different, al-
though they’re of the same element
--- pure carbon? The key issue lies
in the structures of the carbon mol-
ecules. Diamonds and graphite are
both network covalent structure (giant
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covalent structure). “Carbon has an
electronic arrangement of 2,4. In di-
amond, each carbon shares electrons
with four other carbon atoms - form-
ing four single bonds.” (Chemguide,

2013)

The structure above goes on and

on in three dimension and forming the
hardest substance in nature, diamond.
Because the carbon molecules are
tightly connected, the covalent bond-
ing force is strong and thus brings the
following properties of diamond:
1.Melting point near 4000°C.
Diamond had a high melting point
because of the strong carbon-carbon
bonds, and these bonds have to be
broken before the melting occurs, so
much heat needed to be absorbed.
2.Hardness. As shown above, dia-
mond has three dimension structures
and the bonds connect molecules are
strong. Diamond has carbon mole-
cules arranged in tetrahedral order.
Each carbon atom is attached to four



other carbon atoms about 1.544 x 10-
10 meter away with a bond angle about
110 degrees. Such structure goes on
and on infinitely, forming a strong
and rigid network. This accounts for
diamond's hardness, extraordinary
strength and durability and gives dia-
mond a higher density than graphite
(3.514 grams per cubic centimeter). Be-
cause of its tetrahedral structure, dia-
mond also shows a great resistance to
compression. The hardness of a crystal
is measured on a scale devised by Frie-
derich Mohs known as Mohs scale, 10
is the hardest and 1 is the softest. A
Diamond ranked a 10, while graphite
is an 1. (Scientific American,2013)

3.Insoluble in water or organic
solvents. Because the attraction be-
tween molecules is strong, the attrac-
tion between water or organic solvent
and carbon cannot outrun such at-
traction force, a diamond would not
dissolve.

4.Color. Some diamonds, like
the blue heart above, have colors of
red, blue, purple or yellow. The car-
bon atom itself doesn’t produce any
colors, so pure diamond is colorless
and transparent. However, due to the
impurity or defect in the diamonds’
structure, colors appears, those di-
amonds are known as fancy colored
diamonds. The color in the diamonds
is actually the color of the metal ele-
ment trapped inside. For example, if
boron get trapped in the crystal struc-
ture when the diamond is forming, it
gives the diamond a blue color (blue
is a rare color); if nitrogen get into
the diamond structure, a yellow color
appears (yellow is the most common
one in fancy colored diamonds due
to the large amount of nitrogen exists
in nature); if you see a green color in
a diamonds, that’s probably because
the rock bed that forms the diamond
is affected by radiation and the defect
formed in diamond traps some elec-
trons which, when interacts with light,
produces a color of green; similar to
green, a red color in the diamond is
also caused by structure defect which

traps electrons, but such defect forms
when the diamond was carried out
onto the surface and stress was in-
duced on its surface. (smithsonian-
mag, 2013)

5.Cannot conduct electricity.
This is because the carbon molecules
are tightly connected and all four
electrons in the outer shell are fixed
and unable to move freely. In order
to let electric current pass through an
object, free electrons are needed to
carry the charge, but in diamond no
free electrons can move through, so
diamond doesn’t conduct electricity.

For graphite, the structure is
completely different. Graphite is gen-
erally in layers, each layer is 2.5 times
far from each other than between the
carbon atoms in the structure. Within
each layer, the covalent force between
atoms is strong. However, force among
the layers remain very lose, causing
the graphite to be soft and has con-
ductivity.

Graphite has the following properties:

1.Electric conductivity. Since ach
carbon atom uses three of its electrons
to form simple bonds with its neigh-
boring atom in a hexagonal structure,
one electron becomes spare. These
"spare"” electrons are able to move
freely within the specific layer, which
means they can carry electric charges.
Therefore, graphite is a good electrici-
ty conductor.

2.Softness. Although the covalent
forces among the carbon atoms within
a certain layer is extremely strong like
the one in diamond, the force between
two layers are much weaker, making
graphite a very soft substance with
Mohs Hardness Scale rating only 1 to
2. This quality helps graphite to be-
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come a good dry lubricant to smooth
mechanics like motors or machines
in factories. However, graphite is not
“soft” in all ways: because only the
force among the layers is weak, if we
roll one layer into a fiber and twist the
fibers into threads, we can actually get
high-tech materials of large strength-
to-weight ratio and use them in air-
crafts or golf club shafts. (Gemselect,
2013)

3.Graphite has many polymorphs
like grapheme, carbon nanotubes and
buckyballs, each of some unique prop-
erties different to graphite

Conclusion

Although composed of the same
element carbon, diamond and graph-
ite are completely different in many
physical attributes. While diamonds
are of high hardness and transparen-
cy, graphite has metallic luster and
excellent electric conductivity. Since
the carbon atoms are tightly fixed to
each other in its isometric structure,
it is hard and no free electrons move
through the substance. Graphite is
lose among the layers and force is rel-
atively small, which makes leaves out
free electrons for its conductivity and
also gives graphite softness.

Diamond is shiny and fantastic
in the eye of many people as jewelries
and precious, but graphite is practical-
ly important in the modern world as
new materials and conductors. Both
two are indispensable substance in our
life.
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Marx, with all his enthusiasm for
the Communist cause and his impulse
to establish a authoritative regime,
called on the oppressed people to take
up arms and rise up against the bour-
geoisie; Thoreau, carefully studying
the lives of Americans and the nascent
American political traditions, stood
out to uphold the doctrine of non-vio-
lence and conscious individuality. The
ultimate difference between Thoreau
and Marx lies, in the final analysis, in
their different attitudes toward the
nature of human beings: while Marx
even in theory reduced the workers
to a “commodity,” and human beings
to mechanical, self-seeking creatures,
Thoreau extolled the very individu-
ality which Marx ardently called to
be destroyed, and in an absolute and
indignant sense he rejected the use of
violence.

Historically speaking, both Marx
and Thoreau owed their political
philosophies to their concurrent so-
cieties and social backgrounds. Marx
lived most of his life in 19th century
Western Europe, where oppressions,
emerging alongside the rise of indus-

trialism, remained a severe reality.

Thoreau, by contrast, lived in the rel-
atively peaceful, fledging, democratic
America, during his formative years.
Such a contrast in the social environ-
ment and personal upbringing has
manifested itself in Marx's and Tho-
reau’s work. In purporting to overturn
the incumbent regime, Marx adopted
revolution—the very means of top-
pling an established regime through
violence and brutality—as the ultimate
apparatus to realize his goals. This, in
its entire wild, touching enthusiasm,
can be reflected in the provocative lan-
guage by which he wished to motivate
the masses. Marx’s attitude toward
individual was, in addition, an utmost
negative one: he made no differences
among workers, and regarded them in
his theory as mere “commodities” and
machines, not, as Thoreau claimed, as
active, indomitable, and rugged indi-
viduals.

While focusing on the difference
s between the social environments in
which they were brought up and nour-
ished, it can be seen that the different
ideas of Marx and Thoreau influenced
the subsequent political develop-
ments. Through the 189os to the 1910s,
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an era commonly known as “the age of
reform,” America moved toward the
ideal which in part owed its theoretical
and philosophical basis to Thoreau’s
ideas expressed in Civil Disobedience;
however, the Soviet Union, and many
of its followers, despite the minimal
varieties existing among them, turned
unanimically to Marx’s doctrines,
according to which models they built
their socialist paradises. The results
are evidently clear, that countries
which cherished democracy, individ-
uality, and to some extent populism,
gradually evolved into democratic
nations and overcame the disturbance
of wars and recessions, which haunted
them at times. Communists, on the
contrary, in spite of their seeming suc-
cess in the beginning, all struggled to
endure.

Had Thoreau and Marx learned
about these historical developments,
both of them would have realized the
importance of respecting individuali-
ty, of understanding the very nature of
human beings, and, more importantly,
of regarding the man as a man, not,

indeed, a machine or a commodity.
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Fromm is generally consistent
with Emerson and Marx in his theo-
ries about disobedience and human-
ism. Due to the close time period they
lived, all three were concerned about
people’s roles in political, social and
economic issues. For Fromm, the In-
dustrial Revolution, the First World
War and the following unrests are his
contexts in writing “The individual in
the chains of illusion”. Compared to
Marx and Emerson, Fromm’s article
is more understandable to me, who
found strong resonance.

The first contrast Fromm dealt
with is obedience VS. disobedience.
We often see soldiers claiming abso-
lute loyalty to their countries, “push
the deadly buttons” merely to follow
orders. They discount the lives of
innocent women and children and
start unethical wars without ques-
tioning their legitimacy. So soldiers
are apparent puppets Fromm argued
against. From my interpretation of his
points, Fromm must be hoping that
people shouldn’t be subject to any
nation, any organization or any indi-
viduals but cling to what he himself
believes to be the truth, the justice or
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the equality he deserves devoting his
whole life into. Additionally, Fromm’s
attack on ubiquitous obedience is so
terribly right that I link my personal
experience with it and feel ashamed.
It’s a miracle that half a century ago,
Fromm had described the situations
as they are now, in the twenty-first
century. The problem is that people’s
thoughts haven’t undergone fun-
damental revolution since the last
century. The trend to “look for safe
jobs” and “marry young” mentioned
by Fromm is still the dominant belief
of modern people. They were once my
wishes, my concession to the society
for security and stability. What’s more,
I feel upset when behaving differently
from others, so I choose to side with
the majority when the alternative may
be better for me or be the one I genu-
inely want to select. But after reading
this passage, I gain some courage and
incentives in walking the pathlet I
choose. I was encouraged that my dis-
obedience is crucial in “spiritual” and
“intellectual” development.

The second contrast is between
nationalism and humanism. Accord-

ing to Fromm, the transition from
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tribes to nations is “not as fundamen-
tal as it may seem”. The two both have
laws that are only applicable to “insid-
ers’, members of the group; they both
treat outsiders as someone barbarian
or even “not fully understandable”.
And in spite of the ideas cherished
by western cultures, the path is still
towards nationalism. The dilemma re-
minds me of the religious conflicts be-
tween Christianity and Islam, between
Protestants and Roman Catholics. All
of them dedicate to creating prosper-
ity for the population, but without
“religious tolerance and coexistence”,
they are doing the reverse. As the book
“Reverence” suggests the existence of
reverence that rises beyond all cul-
tural, national, religious and personal
diversities, Fromm maintains that
there is a kind of humanism which
transcends these limits. When one
deeply discovers himself, he will find a
same self in everybody. And that is the
meaning of One Man.

In conclusion, Fromm incisively
pointed out the shortcomings of mod-
ern individuals and if he isn’t taken
seriously, society will continue to be in
trouble.
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Present Wonders
SN

1. Q: Is stage acting a well-paid job?
Do you have a rather stable income?

A: At the moment for me personally, it's
pretty good. But some days we all do
different jobs in between because you
have to pay your bills. | know one actor
is wallpapering sometimes. | sometimes
work in sales. But generally we try to be
creative all the time, even if we're not
getting paid to do it—Martin Christo-
pher

2. Q: Do you play for TNT all the
time?

A: All of us are self-employed, we work
for many companies—not just TNT. So
we go from job to job being cast by
different directors and different pro-
duction production theatres.—Hannah
McPake

No, we all work for different companies
back home. But with TNT there's a lot of
work. There're a lot of shows going out.
—Martin Christopher

3. Q: How do you get your roles?

A: We cast through audition. Or (if)
the director knows us because we've
worked with him before, he'll say “Ok
I'm going to do a certain type of play,
would you play King Lear/Regan/
Goneril?" So he would ask the various
actors. So we cast if we are available.—
John Moraitis

4. Q: Many of you are very talented
and have talents in playing musical

instruments. Have you been profes-
sionally trained for that kind of skill?

A: | played musical instrument at
school, and then | stopped play when
| was about fifteen. But | have used the
talent for lots of jobs because in the UK
there're a lot of jobs for actors who can
play instruments. Besides, | enjoyed
playing it so | played at home for fun—
but no, I'm not a professional musi-
cian—I'm an actor. —Hannah McPake

5. Q: Do you use microphones on
stage?

A: No, we never use microphones. (Al-
though sometimes we use microphones
secretly—just to boost the voice out.)
But generally we don't because we're
all trained. As actors you'll train to learn
to project your voice so you can hear it
at the back and the front of the stage.
—Martin Christopher

6. Q: How long have you rehearsed
for a show in your home country?

A: For this particular show, because it's
a revival show (it has been put on stage
before), | think we did it for about three
weeks. —Martin Christopher

The usual rehearsal period for a show—
for a new show is always five weeks. |
know that in other countries (is a little
longer)... | knew an Argentina director
that always rehearse for eight weeks.
But in the UK it's normal to have a re-
hearsal around four weeks.—Hannah
McPake

52

7. Q: Do you have a director with you
along the tour?

A: We don't have one with us. (However,)
We do have the production team here
to promote the shows, and they give us
a bit of technical support that we need,
but as a group of actors we tend to do
most the things just ourselves. —Martin
Christopher

8. Q: Are there some difficulties put-
ting the original play on a modern
stage?

A: The major difficulty is that the original
play involves lots of characters. So the
director had to cut it down to be able
to tour with. So it's more economical for
the company’s tour. So that's why every
actor has to play different parts and it's
difficult to figure out when to change
one character to another. —John Mo-
raitis

9. Q: Do you find each performance
in different places different (about
the audience reaction)?

A: The audience is always changing—
always different. The space is always
different as well. The big space may
require a bit more vocal energy. Some
of the spaces are more intimate, so you
can perhaps play around it. That's what
keeps the variety—Martin Christopher
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I'm here to write a review for
the TV series Skins. In other maniacs’,
who watches this show, words, Skins
is a short record of life about seven
teenagers with overactive hormones
who are acute, rebellious, wild,
blind, and passionate in every way.
They each possess their own unique
idiosyncrasy, living, or should we
say enjoying and spending lavishly,
without a care in the world.

No, perhaps I'm wrong. They
do care, if they haven't got enough
weed and skins.

Well, I must admit, the previous
paragraph is all bullshit, far from
attractive. To tell you the truth, the
only reason | even clicked open the
link was because the protagonist,
staring Nicholas Hoult, was freakishly
hot. But now | realize there is much
more than about hotness.

Stop for a moment, clear out the
rubbish in your brain, read, and think.

Can you imagine having spliff,
alcohol, and sex in place of bedtime
stories? Of course you can, that's
what teenage TV shows are about.
Yeah, and whole lot of trash shows
had ruined this theme, thoroughly.

What if all that swearing,
smoking, drinking and endless
fXXking are no longer highlight which
producers over-brag about. It is just
an element, a common sense, a life.

Sex is a desert, and fuck you is the

way of saying | love you.

Comparing with the complex
drama Gossip Girl had presented
us, Skins peals off the glory and
shows us the flesh of reality. No
king and queen are ever defied in
high school, just as the sexist kid
in the town might get hit by a bus,
be in coma for months, and end up
sexually impotent, losing his beloved
girlfriend to his virgin best friend.
Man, that's living.

All that titles, all that popularity
just doesn't matter, right?

Why should she care about
whether he had fucked her or all
other girls in town and now his willy
doesn’t work?

Or why should he care about
whether he should have a problem
with his best friends dreaming about
having sex with his girl friend twice a
day, and three times on birthdays?

No. That's all crap, because
we've got weed and skins to smoke
hell out of ourselves.

All we've got left is skins.

So, we don't have to care.
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Srumao S
D O d
ayLllist

/&2 2 Jeremy Qin
Coexist 2A LA TIVDE INETRHER
The XX FEHEL BEROY
It's philopon if you are Just for the vocal. Lovely jacket lovely music.
into indie pop, hypnotic if Rock to the top.
you are not.
Between Two Lungs KEDITH
Florence + The Machine NINGEN OK
A little bit more an indie Funny names to look at,
rocker than Lana whoever awful musics to listen. It's
Rey. here because | got too

much space to fill.
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Soldout

More

Super inspiring indie elec-
tric, although clumsy.

FHRY

baroque

First time shit, but time is
the great healer. | can see
it shittens my taste.

Soundtrack from
LesMiz

Brainwashing.

Color The Cover
SR
Magnificent Japanese

R&B cover album. Truly
recommended.

Open Season
British Sea Power

Healingly warm rock.

With You ~ <0 ~

TEE

Stereotypical J-pop but |
love J-pop.

AJ\—R 2 —

back number

One of my top 3 favorite
J-Rock album. Lyrics are
especially touching.

A E

OA=Z=

Tokyo Ska Paradise
Orchestra

Real Orchestra but in a
rock band style, weird but
fun.
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Adwv bEUIN=X
Scott & Rivers

Two cute americans sing-
ing japanese songs.

English Best
Monkey Majik

Japanese singing Ameri-
cans' English best album.

(an imitation)
blood orange

Mr. Children

It's here because it's Mr.

Children.
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